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hd and : past, one might say = 
The clouds ye so much , are dis ? 
And may drop rich blessings on your head.” 
The blessings are in them, and should not be de- 
N. M. 


‘-tionsgone, Peds 
_ Has all been wrong inthe past? No. For who 
ruled over the agesthen? Yes, Who? The same God | 

and Father who governs here and now. He was as wise, 
as beneficent, as omnipotent, when the morning stars first 
shone; as in our day. To argue that man’s opinions and 

» institutions have been nothing else but errors and cramp- 
ing chains, comes near, very near, to arguing that God BY JOHN C. NORTON, M. D. 

_ has been a fool. Progression seems to be his rule, and Seating myself, one day. 
under that the human race may have ever been as well | I determined to try an ex , 

' supplied with truth and blessings, cts capacity to receive | and seen a little, 
and enjoy being considered, as it is or can be in this| did not 
hour of increasing light and growing freedom. 
stand upon foundations which God and our fathers 


From the Journal of Medicine. 
SPIRITUAL WRITING, CONSIDERED AND 
ANALYZED PHYSIOLOGICALLY. 


by a table alone in my office, 
periment. I had heard much 
of the so-called spiritual writing, and 
wish to ery out humbug until I had fully inves- 
We | tigated the matter, being well aware that though I might, 
; have | by observing the operations of the mediums, and apply- 
laid ; we can build no other, we can have no other, that | ing to them appropriate tests, satisfy myself that the com- 
will stand. Errors there may have been — errors, cramp- | munications were not from the spirits of the dead, I 
ing, dwarfing, paralyzirg errors, there have been and | could not form a definite opinion as to their real tikibe 
there are in the creeds of every sect, and measurably in | without testing the matter in my own person i 
the faith of nearly or quite every man. No doubt of! Thad been told in one of the circles which T had had 
this— but what then? Are there not. truths also? — | the curiosity to visit, that I was both a writing and a 
Take the Christians and Jews of the world ; and in their rapping medium. I therefore resolved to try - hand 
creeds you will find them not only believing in Jehovah | at conversing with the dead, if such a thing was possible ; 
God, but a8 that this God sent his angels,’ through | so, taking my pen in hand, and placing it upon a atibet 
whomt the world has been taught the angelic. lessons | of paper before me, I called upon the spirits, if any were 
which met the ears and eyes of Abraham, of Moses, and | present, to move my hand. To my distdetapsioat my 
the illuminated Prophets. Words of wisdom: and of | hand immediately began to move, but made no intelligible 
love descended from the spheres above, faryfar away | characters. I then said, if this is a spirit, write the letters, 
back in the distant past ; those words have sunk deep A, B, ete., which was done, until nearly the whole alphabet 
into the world’s mind and heart, and haye been measur-| was written. My hand moved very slowly at first, but 
ably inwrought into man’s foundations of his creeds and | the movement was altogether involuntary. I did idk atop 
his institutions. In the deep foundation walls on which here to inquire the cause of the movement, but, my 


the present rests are many granite blocks, well laid upon curiosity being fully aroused, I continued my invoca- 
each other, and most firmly imbedded and cemented. cationg.sto the spirits. I asked the spirit to write its 


i the hand that would disturb them! name, andlat the word, in an old-fashioned hand, w4s 
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“were the pupils of heaven. Some lessons and commands there afly cote c me ES 
b then on temporary and local in their proper appli- | was written :—‘* Come to Ireland ; Wm. C is dead, 
cation. Others were eternal and universal ; these last | and has willed you all his property, amounting to thirty 
are as fresh, as valuable to day as when angels first | thousand pounds.” I did not stop to ask myself the 
clothed them in the:language of earth. And if spirits | question, whether such a thing was possible or probable, 
come with words of wisdom to us, how doubt their visits | but continued my conversation with the supposed spirit. 
to Joseph, to Daniel and to Isaiah ? If evil spirits come | { was informed that on the next Monday evening I 
in our times, why say the record does not harmonise | should receive a letter from the executor of the will, J. 
with our experience, when it tells us that “an evil spirit | Crawford, of Dublin, making me acquainted with all the 
from the Lord” troubled Saul, the king of Israel? Away | circumstances. In a short time I began to receive com- 
in the land of Judea — back in the days of Abraham, | munications purporting to be from other spirits, suggest- 
and farther, were Jaid the foundations of the temple of ing that I might never receive the property need alf, as 
Spiritualism. Moss and rubbish may have gathered | the will would probably be destroyed. e Oh, no! says 
thick upon and around the stones that then were put in | another spirit, ‘* Crawford will never give up the will. 
place; and it is a good and profitable work. to remove | Jt js safe in his hands.” And 0, for my edification, 
the unsightly appendages — to find the exact height and | he spirits would hold animated and lengthy discussions 
thickness and strength of the wall proper, and thus de- upon the subject ; but soon came the MSERAOREEN, 
termine the dimensions of the superstructure it can take | «<The will is destroyed, and the property is taken. My 
on and sustain, Remove the rubbish, but let the wall | spirit-friends, however, informed me that IT might obtain 
stand, ‘Time bas strengthened it— you can have no | possession of the legacy by commencing legal. proceed- 
better material and no better workmanship. ings, and were kind enough to write for me the names of 
When Jesus came, his work was not to destroy but to | some fifteen or twenty persons whom I must employ as 
fulfil. He added much ¢o the walls which the Prophets | witnesses in my great suit. Of these, the places of resi- 
had commenced. He gave beauty, symmetry and grace | dence and occupations were detailed with the greatest 
to the parts added in his day. There was strength — im-| minuteness. I was not a little surprised to find among 
mortal strength—in his additions. Moses and Elias, and | my list the name of a college elase-mate of yours, Mr. 
others of the hosts above, were his counsellors and friends; | Bditor (T. R. C.), who, I was informed, was teaching 
and the wisdom of the spheres on high shone forth in his | jn South Down, and who, you will no doubt be glad to 
every word and act. He brought « light — more light” | Jearn from’ the spirits, is doing very well. bene 
into the world, and its rays have never ceased to | the important intelligence that “Thomas T' (the 
guide the steps of countless hosts along genuine patbs of | principal witness) “ is dead; he has been dence from a 
-on —-nor to enkindle the flames of philanthropy | carriage, and is now being carried “home.” I was 
and piety in the souls of many millions who have opened | shortly, however, convinced that no more dependence 
their hearts.to sympathy with his loving nature. ean be placed upon the reports of the spiritual telegraphs, 
_. he past gives to the present many noble legacies — | than upon our material ones in this lower world ; for soon’ 
_ it. gives us our very lives — and we are nursed on its | came the following despateh :—‘* Thomas Bvny Boke 
> bosom. Turn vipers, shall we? Let us not. But from | dead ; he was only stunned, and is now better. should ould 
ot take in thankfulness all the | wear patience of my readers — to’ mention 
sa a be 
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. Lealled for the a s of the signers of the Dee- 
laration of Independence and of the deceased presidents, 
as well as of many of my deceased friends ; and in many 
instances the signatures thus obtained were very good 
imitations of the trae signatures. So you see that I 
have bad all the evidences, go far as writing is concern- 
ed, which were necessary to convince Charles Beecher 
of spiritual agency. ..I maysay, indeed, that I have had 
additional evidence, for he mentions nothing about this 
writing of autographs. It may be asked, was I not con- 
vineed by them? I answer, I did not made up my mind 
in any way, until after I had taken time, calmly and 
carefully, to consider and compare all the cireumstances. 
I was engaged in writing these communications for 
about one week, during which time it may well be sup- 
posed that I was not in a condition for calm and sober 
reflection. At the end of this time I made up my mind 
to stop and post up, square my books, and see where I 
stood. Iassure you it was no easy matter for me to 
stop. There was a kind of enchantment about it, which 
it is impossible for me to describe ; and I was bound by 
a spell more potent than that by which the son. of 
Ulysses was kept upon Calypso’s Isle. But, thanks to 

my watchful mentor, I id dbreak away, and that en- 
tirely. I now proceed to give you the result of my re- 
flections and _self-examinations. 
. I venture the assertion that no one has had any 
stronger evidence of spiritual intercourse than myself. 
The writing was altogether involuntary ; not only so, 
but the mental operations which accompanied the writ- 
ing were equally involuntary 
+ r ay Kis ey 
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thoughts nor the writings cook ; i and Would have 
immediately attributed them to disembodied spirits ; but 
my conclusions were far different. It may be said that 
my mind was influenced by prejudice in forming my con- 
clusions—that I had previously determined not to be 
convinced of the truth of spiritual communications ; but 
I solemnly aver that this was not the case. On the 
contrary, I was disposed to treat the subject fairlyyand 
was anxious to satisfy myself whether there was any- 
thing in it or not. It seemed to me that if it were pos- 
sible to hold converse with our departed friends, it would 
be the most pleasing thing in the world. But let us see 
how my conclusions were drawn, and what were the 
premises upon which they were founded. 

In the first place, that the ideas originated in my own 
brain, was evidenced by the waste to which my whole 
nervous system was subjected, and the effect upon the 
process.of nutrition and secretion throughout the body. 
Although engaged in writing only one week, during 
that time I lost ten pounds in weight ; my whole nervous 
system was so affected that 1 evuld scarcely hold a pen. 
I was affected with palpithtiong.and tremors, loss of ap- 
petite and constipation, dist sleep and frightful 
dreams. Involuntary musculajmoyements and inability 
to fix my attention, with gidd and headache. Any 
one to have seen me would haye said that I had passed 
through a long seige of sicknest In fact I am satisfied, 
by looking back upon my condition, that I was on the 
very borders of insanity. Every médical man knows that 
these are precisely the _ } long-continued and 
severe mental exertion. Now, if’ . 
was produced by the influence 0 
body, I do not.see how the effect 
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wrong impression of the handwriting, 
togr wrong. If [never had seen the 
signature, the writing would be nearer like my own than 
anybody’s else. Hence it was that, although some of the 
signatures were strikingly correct, a freat majority bore 
be the least resemblance to the true one. Upon this 
principle we may account for the fact (if fact it be) that 
children, and persons not knowing how to write, will make 
very good autographs, while calling upon the spirits. It 
is the idea which influences the muscles, and thus im- 
prints its image upon the paper. 
Fourthly, to test the reliability of the prophecies, 
a record of the weather for a week to come, was 
called for and written, The sequel showed hat 
either the spirits were most infamous liars, or else they 
were miserable almanac makers, for they did not come 
within forty rods of the matk. Jn fact, my spirit 
Sriends nerer gave me one particle of information int 
regard to matters of which I was ignorant, upon which 
I could place the least dependence. T need not say, that 
the whole story about the legacy was a fabrication ; the 
letter which I was to receive, somehow, never reached 
me, and the dead relative was only spiritually dead, for 
he is now alive and well. “Ah!” says the Spiritualist, 
““T see you have been imposed upon by lying spirits.” 
Very likely ; but how, in the name of all that is sacred, 
am I to decide what the character of my communieating 
spirit is? I eall upon the spirits of those whose charac- 
ter forveracity and candor on earth was unimpeachable, 
and relying upon their statements, I find myself most 
egregiously deceived. “ By their fruits ye shall know 
them,” says the Spiritualist. «True spirits speak of 
things divine ; false spirits talk of things of time.” What 
you mean to say then Ag phis, that_those spixjt=avho tell 
us of anythine Pe ee grees rs Pld a; 
pich no traveller returns, are true ee put 4 
do you know that even these are true!] Does not 
Satan often transform himself into an angel of light? 
What useful information can we then obtain from. the 
spirits? They lend us no assistance in regard to the 
things of time ; and in regard to the weighty matter of 
eternity, they tear our chart to pieces, take away our 
anchor, and leave us in the midst of a fearful storm, to 
be driven about by the waves of conjecture among the 
rocks and shoals of error: But enough of this, let'me 
not hear again the plea that there are lying spirits. 
Fifthly, I have been told that if we called upon the 
spirit of a person still living, we should get no answer. 
I can assert, from positive experience, that this state- 
ment is fulse. I have repeatedly called up the spirit of 
a person now living, and held long conversation with it. 
The only reason, then, why mediums say they cannot 
converse with the spirits of the living is because they 
think they cannot, and, therefore, do not try. What 
does this show? To my mind it is conclusive evidence, 
that we no more conyerse with the spirits of the dead 
than with those of the absent living; in other words, 
that we commune not with the dead at all! 
Sixthly, I am satisfied that the ideas contained in my 
philosophy and poetry were my own; and one thing 
that leads me to think so, is the fact that I could recog- 
nize trains.of thought that had formerly passed through 
my mind: moreover, the style of the composition only 
differed from my own, in being much more vivid and 
forcible. Besides, my philosophy was unlike any other 
system of philosophy, purporting to be from the spirits, 
‘which I have seen. There were some ideas, it is true, 
in reference to mediums, spiritual intercourse, ete., 
which correspond very nearly with what we find in works 
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‘ng worl: “Rta of 0alesp GOR thee 
‘and we are not conscious of any direction or contiol 
whatever over them. They exist whether we will or 
not” Here we have the same idea of involuntary cere- 
bration, although expressed in a little n 

ever, goes still farther, and takes the | ‘that cere- 
bration may go on without either or conscious- 
ness. This would seem to be true with regard to the 
somnambulist, whose actions are doubtless the result of 
cerebration, although he is entirely unconscious of what 
he is doing. If he is unconscious, of course the actions 
must be involuntary ; for there ean be no volition with- 
out consciousness. The dreamer is conscious of his in- 
tellectual operations, although he “ possesses no control 
over them.” The intellectual operations of the writing 
medium come under the head of cerebration involuntary, 
but accompanied by consciousness. I say involuntary, 
but do not mean to be understood by this that the will is 
incapable of controlling those operations ; I mean that 
the will stands aloof from them, as it were, and thev go 
on without the direction of volition. The same remark 
will apply to the act of writing. It isinvoluntary, only, 
as the will is kept in abeyance, and the hand moves 
without its control. There was no time while I Was 
engaged in writing, when I could not stop the motion of 
my pen, and direct my thoughts into a different channel, 
if I choose to do so. I cannot help thinking that in my 
mental state, while receiving communications, there was 
something very analogous to dreaming, and that my in- 
voluntary muscular movements were much like those of 
the somnambulist. 

This assertion must, of course, be taken with some lim- 
itations. What a beautiful dream was that of the le. 
gacy! Alas! it vanished just as all our dreams depart ! 
The rapidity with which the long-forgotten thoughts’ of 
former yearg were recalled to my mind, SS glowing 

hk Se | mana 

I said that I"Wrote much” poetry} ths Bat 
what might have been expected, when we consider that 
poetry is the language of strong emotions; and these 
were continually agitating my mind as the tempest stirs 
the ocean’s waters. I can now look back and see how, 
in the storm of my mind, many principles of psychology 
were beautifully illustrated. Here, I may study, at 
pleasure, the operation of association and suggestion, 
memory and recollection, comparison and reasoning, 
doubting and dreaming, and all of those as going on 
without the control of the will. Here I may analyze the 
various emotions, and view their connection with other 
mental actiors. When I look at all these things, and 
see what a boundless field of inquiry is thus opened up 
before me, I confess that I know not when to lay down 
my pen. But remembering that I have 
passed too much upon your good nature, I ¢ 


out farther remarks. 
[For a review of the foregoing article, see inside.) 
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Jous Buxyay.—‘ His spelling was bad. He fre- 
quently transgressed the rules of grammar. Yet the 
native force of genius, and his experimental knowledge 
of all the religious passions, from despair to ecstacy, 
amply supplied in him the want of learning. His rude 
oratory roused and melted hearers who listened without 
interest to the labored discourses of great logicians and 
Hebraists. His works were widely circulated among 
the humbler classes. One of them, the Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress, was, in his own life-time, translated into several 
foreign langu Tt was, however, scarcely known, to 
the learned an ite, and had been, during near a een- 
tury, the delight of pious cottagers, and artisans, before 
it was public: by any man of high literary 
2 ot peril te 05 Societe A 
“« At length critics ec to inquire where 
wide and so durable a popularity lay. 4 
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_. Adopting as our definition of Modern Spiritualism, 
_ the broad and: unsectarian statement included in the four 
propositions laid down at the commericement: of our 
__prospectas, we distinguish between it and the various 
_ moral, theological and reformatory questions to the con- 
sideration of which it usually leads. We do not expect 
~ that Spiritualisin is to reform the world by the revela- 
. tion ‘or teaching. of a new and | authoritative system of 
_ religion, a new code of morals, or. the direct establish- 
ment of new governmental and soeial institutions. We 
_Jook not-for'a new Bible, to bind the faith of man- 
kind. . Man is never reformed or elevated simply by ex- 
ternal teaching, or institutions, however pute and: perfect 
they may be. The world’ has had .an endless amount; of 
truthful. teachings already, which have never been, to 
any extent, incorporated into the hearts, lives or institu- 
tions of men, They, therefore, who are, looking. merely 
to new teachings, new unfoldings of truth, from spirits, 
angels, or Deity — from any, external souree whatever— 
for the world’s redemption, are, we coneeive,, looking in 
the wrong direction. Not that these new unfoldings 
are not needed, or are not coming-—they are both  ne- 
cessary and inevitable, as we shall see—but they are not 
the chief source of redemptive power. 

How then is Spiritualism to benefit the world? We 
will endeavor to give our impressions clearly. 

We understand truth to be eternal and unchangeable. 
What was truth three. thousand. or three million, years 
ago, is truth now, and will ever be truth; so, what is 
truth to-day was equally so in any age or cycle of the 

_ past. But'the buman soul varies in its capacity to re- 
eeive and.comprehend truth. Jn proportion ta the ex- 
tent of its interior development, is its ability to per- 
éeive, g* isp, and understand, in its fullness and har- 
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can distorted and unbslaneed minds perceive its beauty 
and its’ harmony. A revelation, embracing all the de- 
tails of man’s duty, and destiny, with the most perfect 
forms of all. institutions for earth’s inhabitants, given in 
most exact languages from the most exalted ‘spirits, from 
the very month of ‘the Tnfinite One himself (were such 
a thing conceivable), would yet be subject necessarily 
to. misconceptions, limitations and distortions, in all mar- 
row and imperfect minds. As, the morning sun, when 
its pure and beneficent beams reach us through a humid 
and smoky atmosphere, looks lurid and wrathful, like a 
fiery demon, “ flaming yengeance from the skies,’”’—so 
in the morning of man’s religious conceptions, ere the 
mists and gloom of- ignorance have cleared away, the 
Deity is wont to appear as & being of wrath and of 
dread, a vindictive judge, * a consuming fire.” 
advancement, then, is dependent, fando_ 
_ ‘interior growth and development, not or 
external teaching. As the soul’s capacities enlarge, the 
boundless universe of truth is within its reach, to be ap- 
propriated just so fast as itis “‘ able to bear” it. Great, 
stress has been laid upon. the importance of inculeating 
* {que religious ideas (or those which men haye thought 
to be true), in! the form of creeds or systems, and of 
<itaini tain’ religious, gov Aad id aig 
- Gnatitutions, which men have supposed to be essential to 
Welfare of the world. But the basis of all. religious | 
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selfishness and sensualism—for its language is, ‘ Let 
us eat and drink, for to-morrow we dié.” On the other 
hand, the hourly realization that we are ‘‘ compassed 
about by a great cloud of witnesses,” rouses, if anything” 
ean, the higher faculties to action, and calls forth the 
spiritual energies of the soul. 
2. It frees the mind from bondage. The religions of 
world, almost universally, throw fear and terror over 
everything pertaining to the spiritual realm and the 
after-life, and teach-mankind that knowledge and safety 
ean be attained only through certain authorized priestly 
or ecclesiastical channels. This enslaves. the’ masses, 
and prevents individual growth. On the contrary, Spir- 
itualism, though it may not undertake to present a new 
and authoritative system of religion, yet shows man 
that channels of information are freely, open to all—that 
God is as near: to his creatures as he ever was, and. as 
willing to instruct them—that inspiration is ever flowing 
earthward through all channels that are opened. for its 
influx—and that its teachings are ‘authoritative only as 
they are responded to by the. truthletermining power, 
tho: voice of @od, within the individual soul. Each. be- 
comes his own‘priest and king, with no human authority 
between him-and God. This freedom and individual 
responsibility result. in contrariety of opinion, it is true ; 
but uniformity is no.more to -be expected or desired, 
than.is sameness of external feature, or.a universal mo- 
notony of nature, 
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“OF course, all other explinatiotis, from the knee-and- 
toe-joint théory of thé Baffilo M. D.’s, anid the “de- 
tached vitalized clectficity” of Dr. Taylor of ‘Petérs- 
bam, to the Odylic Forte, of Pres.’ Maban, iiuist ‘iow 
leave the’ aretia, while Dr. John ©. Norton trots out his 
“<jnvoliintary cerebration,” ‘and’ exhibits its wonderful 
feats ‘to the gaping multitude. “But the discerning ‘will 
at once sée that the animal is no novelty—it is only the 
“automatic cerebral” action” of Dr. Rogers, with a 

slightly differetit riame, "but ‘Withovt the definitely de- 
scribed features, or even finlf the capabilities, long ago 
astigned to that prodigious creature of a materialistic 
imagination. ; 

Bit! few words "seeni to ts to be necessity to show 
the ‘entire ‘futility ‘of this last attempt to dissipate the 
evidences Of spirit-commtinion. Tt is ‘wholly inconclu- 
sive for the following feasons: 

I. Dr. Norton’s explanation ‘has reference to but a 
single phase of the phenomena—that of conscious im- 
pressional ‘writing. All other modes of Spirit-manifes- 
tation, éither of which my be sufficient to demonstrate 
its reality—stch as communication by raps, exhibitions 
of-physical power, undonscious writing and speaking, 
the vision, hearing and totich of ‘Spirits, writing with- 
out human agency, ete., etc, —he does not attempt to 
explain. > 

II. His conclusion is based on a very limited expe- 
rience, even in that on¢ departtmént—the doctor having 
tested ‘the matter but for a single week, and according 
to his own showing under the tuition of a very question- 
able set of teachers ; while others have based a contrary 
conviction on the broader experience of years, and 
under obviously more advantageous influences. 
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have a totally different experience, to whom his'philoso- 

phy would not apply ‘at all. 
““ Thirdly.” Hereis 
was timply in rapport with some spirit that endeavored 
to personify various individuals who were called for, ob- 
taining information from the Dr.’s mind when he could, 
and guessing at it when he'eould not. Such experience 
weighs nothing beside that. of hundreds of mediums 
through whom names have been given, and signatures 
imitated, of which they had no previous idea whatever. 

“ Fourthly.” . Similar remarks apply equally well to 

what is urged under this head. The Dr. energetically 
and very pertinently asks, “ How in the name of all that 
is sacred am I to decide what the character of my commu- 
nicating spirit is?” We think that if he had continued 
his investigations for a reasonable length of time, and 
conducted them in a calm and rational manner, instead 
of yielding to such unmanly excesses as brought him to 
the “‘ very borders of insanity,” his own experience would 
haye furnished a proper. answer to this question. We 
think he would have found, that by eultivatiny his own 
menial, moral, and spiritual discernment, he would at 
length have become capable of distinguishing (at least 
sufficiently for all practical purposes) between the de- 
ceptive and the true, between the wise and the frivolous ; 
and would have learned that it is possible to cherish so 
supreme a love for truth, purity and goodness, that one’s 
presence will not be tolerable to the lying and the im- 
Pe: 

That our author is sadly lacking in some kinds of dis- 
cernment. is abundantly evinced by the remarks toward 
the end of this paragraph. “They tear our chart in 

| pieces, take away our anchor, and leave us,” etc. Who 
\.are ‘‘ they” that do this? “The spirits,’ But he is 
wo+—ing ell the while that there are iritsin the,case ! 


cas 


farther evidence that the Dr. 


‘scriptures, and of the evangelic a, 
: ‘denial of my being a Spiritualist. 
never was one in the least possible degree, and I-am less and 
‘less otfe, evenin that minus quantity, every year. 

Very truly yours, H. W, Beecuer. 


The following we presame ; is the “explicit denial” to 
‘which Mr. ‘Beecher refers: ’ 


BROOKLYN, March 15, 1856. 

Drin Sm=Your letter asking me whether I am a believer 

in modern Spiritualism, is but.one of a number which are be- 
fore me. And by publishing both your inquiries and my reply, 
it will ‘serve to disabuse other persons who have been told the 
same stoties Which Have been cirevlated in your neighborhood. 

1, Ishave-no doubt that there are curious and surprising phe- 
nomena witnessed in ‘‘spiritual eircles,” quite worthy of scien- 
tific attention and investigation. The fact that imposture is of- 
ten mixed with ‘such exhibitions, and that many peripatetic ex- 
hibitors are im part/or wholly designing men, does not alter the 
fact, that the phenomena witnessed in these circles are often 
such as have never yet been adequately accounted for. 

2. ButI am a stout unbeliever in the spiritual origin of these 
phenomena ‘either by good. spirits or bad spirits, or any spirits 
whatever. This testimony.I have borne again and again, in pti- 
vate and in public, by speech and by pen. And they who represent 
me as beli¢ving’in modern Spiritualism, do so without any war- 
ratit Whatever in’ the truth. “The substanée of the “commini- 
cations” have! quite turned the’ stomach of my faith. Nor do 
the results of. such faith in others incline me to it; for 

8. ‘Although many sincere and excellent people do believe in 
modern Spiritualism ; and although there be some who 
have been brought by it toa belief of the Scriptures, yet, in so 
far as I-have had opportunities for observing, ithas seemed to 
weaken the hold of the Bible upon the conscience and affections, 
and’to substitute diluted sentimentalism and tedious platitudes 
instead of the.inspired truth. Amd the general adoption of the 


modern spiritualistic doctrines, I,should regard as no better _ 


than a march of Infidelity in the garmients of Faith. Without 
doubt, those who ‘have ‘represented me ‘as a Spiritualist, have 
done so honestly; but, without-any foundation in fact. 

Truly yours, H. W. Bzecuzr. 


Now, what is the amount of all this? Mr. Beecher 


safe. 
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the whole ground. ‘This'may be readily seen by glane- 
ing at the several points of his statement : 
In the first place, he thinks the supposition “ that the 
jdeas originated in [his] own brain was evidenced by 
the ‘waste to ‘which [his] whole nervous system was 
subjected,” ete. Does our author mean to imply that 
ideas always or ever originate in brains? In other 
words, is he a materialist, considering brain and mind 
& synonymous words? ‘He uses them throughout his 
statement, (as do many superficial writers on these 


ana opens the soul to their reception. in realized com- 
union with the departed, all that is sweet and tender 
jn purified affection,—all that is gentle and ennobling 
in angelic, unselfish care,—all that is enlarging and 
exalting in the wisdom and benevolence of minds se- 
renely raised above the discords of earth,—together 
with that silent interior powe’ 
Holy Ghost in ancient times, 
the presence of all pure beings, 
dew, upon all truly aspifing souls,—these, all these may 
be enjoyed and appropriated by those who have the topies,) as convertible terms. If ideas originate in the 
proper dispositions for their reception. It is true there | 5,,in, then we may suppose that they are merely phe- 
are influences of an opposite character, to which persons |, smenal, and that they ¢ome to an end when the brain 
may surrender themselves if they choose; but these are | peases to act. Then thete is no immortal mind, to live 
no greater now than they ever were, and the pure-| ster the death of the Wdy;—no disembodied spirit to 
minded and discriminating will perceive and avoid | anifest itself. “But our author seems to admit, all the 
them. way through, that there are disembodied spirits ;—he 
4. It opens a channel of communication, through | names at least one, i. e. “Satan.” Be 
which suggestions, relating to all topics of buman in-| But is there any proof that a distinet mind was the 
quiry, interest, or welfare, and embracing the wisdom | actor? Here hinges the whole question. We think 
of higher intelligences, may be submitted to our consid- | there is ; and in this way it may be shown: ‘The basis 
eration. These, of course, we are to acce ciousness. We know ‘that 
as they commend themselves, or otherwise, to our per- 
ceptions of truth and wisdom ; but the consideration of | scious of such an : we 
‘them cannot fail to excite a high degree of mental | individuals, because "we are conscious of willing and 
“activity. doing from our own . ‘This consciousness is 
the basis of all respon bility ; we naturally protest 
i Jlame for that which we kave no 


We know that we act as 


he 


awe 


be 
amet. 
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4b was Avmself, a8 he claims, (acting 1 pies 
wrote the communications, This pious ebullition, then, 
against destroyers of ancient charts and anchors, falls on 
his own head! Very perspicuous philosopher, he! We 
would suggest that, if he is trusting the ‘‘ weighty mat- 
ters of eternity ” to any chart or anchor that he is in 
danger of losing by “ involuntary cerebration,” or even 
atthe dictum of any spirit whatever, the sooner such 
chart is torn in pieces, and such anchor taken away, the 
better. He might then learn to consult the chart and 
compass within himself, God-given for his guidance, by, 
which he may safely navigate the boundless ocean of ex- 
perience which lies before the human soul, If he has ob- 
tained no “ useful information” from the spirits, either; 
as regards the things of time or eternity, the fact only 
shows the meagreness of his experience as compared 
with that of others, and the folly of putting it forth as 
furnishing an ‘‘explanation’’ of the spiritual phenomena, 
« Fifthly.” ‘I have been told” is very poor au- 
thority for anything. It is of course as easy for a spirit 
of the class with whom the Doctor seems to haye got in 
communication to personate and claim to be one who 
has not left the body, as one who has, and hence his fact 
has.no eonclusiveness at all. 
“ Sixthly.” The doetor is welcome to claim the 
philosophy ” and the « poetry” as his own, if he 
thinks they fairly belong to him (though in the light of 
what he has told us of their “most remarkable charac- 
ter” the claim does not commend his modesty), but 


‘whut.does he.do with the 
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Again : 
mouth of God, and of this he 
Of course he does not doubt this now. QOncemore: ~~ 


not of the school to w piri On 

it is well known that Spiritualists belong to 

ety of schools, and hence he may be more in agreement 
with them than he himself stispects, “We will quote the 
important points covered by 
copied Feb. 16th : 


statement which we 


«Mr. Beecher said that the Bible was made up of separate books, 


written in different ages of the world—was in fact a library of 
books gathered together 
that much of it, es) 
written and collated 
and incidents to which 

ent books bound up wi 
ered slayishly as the Word 
proportions of these books 
was necessary.” 


for convenience into its present form ; 
of the Old Testament, was ‘history, 


iall 
by cer particular times 


by certain p 


Does Mr. Beecher mean to deny this? We-think not. 


i Hiich-his soul received as spoken by. 
Ce ed thin) had no doubt.” 


“Wi to intercourse between the natural and spirit- 
ual be te’ r. Beecher Raid that the Old Testament was full of 
itas well as the New; thatif it occurred then, it occurred under 
the operation.of a law, and that law was fully in existence now 
as it ever was.” 

Will Mr. B. undertake ‘to deny this ? We doubt it. 
Finally, 

“With respect to inspiration, he~ declared it 
every man who was good for any 
greater or less degree insp ired ; that. 


to the Deity 
are such that the Omnipotent mind comes- and inevita- 
bly in contact with our 


i ti m them, and arous- 
ing them to effort, 2oe i  oP chen with: ‘high motives and 
Le-neapa re . , 

. Beecher fally believe this? We are 
sensible men. Where, 
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unassuming in 
impressible organization. He 


~ a great and good 

sages, th him, on four different occasions, and are 

pared to say, that, while but few equal him, there is 

Pardly one within the limits of our acquaintance, who 
ogo him, as an efficient advocate of the philosoph 
of Spiritualism. His discourses, delivered here a wee 
ago last Sunday, were all that could be desired; and 
we were prepared to witness a falling off, in his subse- 
quent efforts. But our calculations were altogether at 
fault; for on last Sunday afternoon his discourse far 
exceeded the previous ones. We are entirely incom- 
petent to give anything more than a very imperfect 
outline of the lecture ; but in obedience to the request 
of one of the controlling Spirits, we will do the best 
we can. 

“The appropriate title of the discourse referred to, 
was—‘ AmERTOA; HER Present anD Fourore Porrr- 
rcaL Destixy.’ We were informed that Washington, 
John Adams, Franklin, John Q. Adams, and Andrew 
Jackson, were directly interested in making these dis- 
closures. These powerful spirits, who, as statesmen 
and patriots, probably had no superiors on earth, have, 
in their solemn councils in the spheres to which they 
have been elevated, had under serious consideration the 
affairs of the nation they loved so well’; and, knowing 
the principles, and eauses, which produce the more 
grand and sublime results, affecting the vital interests of 
mankind in their national aggregations, they foresee, and 
foretell, what, as the résults of those causes, shall tran- 
spire in the not far distant future. 

“The causes of evil now most actively operating in 
the production of deplorable results, according to the 
Intelligence speaking through the medium, are the fol- 
lowing—a Church without spirituality; a government 
with but little regard for principles and the inalienable 
rights of mankind; and a Commerce, or more properly 
speaking, a system of trade, based upon inordinate 
selfishness, and but little better than levalized or 

ry. And the maledictions poured out upon these 
outrages, deliberately committed by those who have 
attained and desecrated the high places of power, were 
sublime, and awful—caleulated to arouse the mind and 
energies of the thoughtful, and cause the agg of 
deceived and cheated humanity, to tremble for their 
safety, and pause in their career of folly and injustice. 

“The Spirits told us, through Mr. Parvez, that 
these and other existing errors, oppressions, and wrongs, 
will assuredly result in outbursts of popular indignation, 
and, in the event of a non-application of a timely rem- 
edy, in the subversion of our present form of goverment, 
and in all the evils of a sanguinary civil war! Unless 
justice is done, by those in high places of power, they 
‘will be hurled from the stations which they disgrace ; 
and truth, communicated from the spheres, will clothe 
itself in forms, laws, institutions, usages, and uses, 
adapted to the condition-of immortal beings destined to 

ss forever, and to find perrennial happiness in 

ir overlasting advancement. 

pe ape of Spirits, we are told, composed of 
uncounted thousands, have had these matters under 
solemn consideration, and have devised the ways and 
means for bringing about a radical change in the condi- 
tion and affairs of mankind, in this favored portion of 
the earth. As an essential element in this great work 
of social, political, and religious regeneration, Spiritual- 
jam is to take precedence of all other instrumentalities. 
‘A few years ag0; the manifestations of Spirit-intercourse 
began with the rappings.—From this one mode of man- 
jfestation has followed another, until now, mediums for 
writing, speaking, and giving indisputable tests, are 
developed, and sent forth into the world, as the fearless 
advocates of @ wise and beneficent philosophy. The 
end is not yet! ‘The power of the Lip pact gee 
in requisi! ward the aa of political, an 
ent is to be copied from the. 
God is to come, and his 

as it is in heaven. And we 
declare that the individuals are 
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‘the first one hundred pages of Dr. Hare's book dre | 


‘divided into sections, and thus disposed of : © Of your |. 
metallic plates, magnetized by ‘the spirits, throug hy 


Diogenes and his lantern.” ighteen pages more are 
transfixed thus: “It is all the same stale nonsense.” 
The learned and close reviewer then grasps forty-six 
at once, and wrings their necks — so to speak — in this 
wise: “No convincement to me, manifest deception ; 
has no effect upon me other than to increase my disbelief 
and pity.”” 

The thirty-eight pages giving an account of a convo- 
eation of spirits, ‘form’? says the eschatological re- 
viewer, “a poser ;” and he devotes a whole chapter to 
their consideration. I have carefally read that chapter ; 
but as the Marblehead skipper said of his craft, it is too 
much for me; and I respectfully turn it over to Dr. 
Hare —though I opine that that distinguished ‘savan, 
even should he call do his aid the far-famed Philadelphia 
lawyers, will find it like old John Willet, a “ tough sub- 
ject.” For my own part, after wading through a maze 
of words, many of them large enough to divide in three 

tts —T found only this conclusion, viz.: no such 
spirits as Adams, Washington, Franklin, Channing and 
others enumerated by Dr. Hare exist. The profound 
and lucid reviewer does not advance any very clear rea- 
sons why, but seems to think that the fact that they do 
not teach Anthropology, Philology, Etiology and perhaps 
Protonology and Eschatology, sufficient proof of their 
non-existence. He winds up this remarkable chapter by 
sking Dr. Hare to forgive his plainness and severity. The 
Doctor may do as he pleases about the severity, but if 
he pardons such plainness, I will never forgive him. 
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remember seeing in any other work so many hard words 
in the same limits; but they are arranged much as they 
are in the dictionary — hence it is difficult to discover 
the plot or argument. But the author attempts to re- 
medy this redundancy of awful words by appending a 
glossary. This was undoubtedly kindly intended, but 
will hardly accomplish the end aimed at, as many of the 
definitions are after the style of the London police-officer, 
in Oliver Twist, who defined “ Conkey ”’ as meaning 
s* Nosey.”” 

‘As the learned reviewer draws near the close of his 
labor, he waxes belligerous, and is apparently anxious 
that some one should tread on his toes, or knock a chip 
off his hat. He thus appeals to the world generally, and 
Spiritualists particularly : “ Pull me down—this is all I 
ask?’ In the concluding chapter, Dr. Lord says, in 
effect, that nobody has understood or appreciated him 
during the past nineteen years. It may be so; and I 
much fear this last effort will not place him in a clearer 
light before the public. One thing, however, it will 
accomplish ; it will, I am sure, in the mind of every 
candid reader, fully establish the author’s marvellous 
pre-eminence in the art of multiplying words without 
meaning. 

In a prospectus accompanying the review, the author 
announces his intention of making the Bible ‘“ under- 
standable and reliable, in a forthcoming work of 400 

» ‘Whether this is to be done on protonological 
and eschatological principles, as:dofined by the Cosmians, 
is not set forth. 

M. F. Warrrier. 

Portland, Me., March, 1856. 

—A NOVEL APPLICATION. 
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her as a healing medium, for the cute of disease. Ac- 
companying these plates, she sends the necessary direc- 
tions for their use. All that is required on the part of, 
the patient, is a lock of hair, or some article used about 
the person, or simply some of his writing. This,as I 
understand forms a magnetic connection between the 
spirits and the patient, and the plates when used upon 
the person enables the spirits to throw ‘a current of 
electricity through the medium to the patient, however re- 
mote his locality. As Mr. and Mrs, ©. are in rather 
dependant circumstances, a fee of $1.00 or more is ex- 
pected. I'am informed that'in Nov, last a lady whose 
daughter had been severely afflicted with a disease in 
one of her limbs, and in consequetice, that limb had 
nearly perished, was using the plates‘upon her daugh- 
ter. She had suffered much from a sensation of cold in 
the perished limb and was ‘unable to move ex- 
cept with crutches. After the ‘application of the 
plates the natural warmth was restored, and from 
actual measurement, the deceased Tinh is found to be 
slowly buat surely growing. Mrs. C. prefers a decrip- 
tion of the nature arid locality of the decease. In my 
own case, however, my ailments were pointed out to me 
(without ‘any statement on my part), more definitely 
than I could ‘have ‘given them. While I am writing, 
betit over the desk, one of these plates, 14 inches square, 


‘attaches to my eheek bone,(which is free from any ex- 


ternal appearance of: disease, although it has’been dis- 
eased for some 5 months last past), with no apparent 
cause forits being thus attacked, unless by magnetic 
influence. A violent shake of the head does not dis. 


it 

i am willing to bear testimony to the repeated bene- 
fits physically that I have derived from this source. 
Truly yours, 1. Hupson. 


— Orr 
LETTER PROM MRS, HUNTLEY. 
Paper-Mill Village, N. H., March 16,'1856. 

Broruer NewTon :—I would just say that Spiritualism is still 
advancing with us. The band of believers here is small, yet har- 
monious, and embraces a class of minds that ean no longer be 
chained by the dogmas of the past; but teach forth into the 
future, with hearts ready to receive truth’s rays. Perhaps I may 
be somewhat selfish when I write of them, for it was among this 
band that first I heard the bright ones whisper, ‘* All is well ;” 
and I feel that without their kindly aid and encouraging words, 
I never could have been the humble instrument I now.am in the 
hands of the higher intelligences. 

Since the 17th of last December, I have been absent until last 
Sabbath ; and to-day I find myself standing in the old famili 
place, receiving the warm greetings of many a long-tried friend, 
T find that their progress has been marked in my absence, al- 
though they have not had public meetings every Sabbath. They 
seem to be learning the lesson, that they must not always look 
for teachings from others, but must become teachers within 
themselves, heeding those nobler impulses within, which, when 
allowed freedom, ever teach man truth. 

In my absence, the friends have been gratified’ and edified with 
teachings from the lips of AusTIN E. Summons, Mrs. M. 8. 
Newrox, and Miss Mantaa C. Brown. The latter is a young 
girl of some fifteen years, through whom the spirits speak both 
in prose and poetry. She was developed in our circle here last 
spring, and soon after removed with her parents to Orange, 
Mass., where she spoke publicly in many of the surrounding 
towns. She is but a school-girl yet, and that prevents her from 
taking the field as.a public lecturer, only during vacations. I 
think she bids fair to make a useful instrument in the hand of 
spiritual teachers in unfolding truth to men’s understandings. 

In my wanderings this winter, I have visited Milford, N. H., 
twice. The believers in the dawning light in that place are few, 
put whole-souled, and the truth can but prosper in such hands, 
although at the present there seems to. be much to discourage 


| them. ‘Their kindness to myself and husband will long be treas- 


ured up among our grateful remembrances. 
At Nashua, N. H., the friends are awake and active. They 


hire for their circles a large hall, and meet regularly every week 
meeting, but | 
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tidividual 
‘worth to mankind. He-is, therefore, greatly desirous of giving 
fuller scope and expression to those mighty ref influ- 
etices which are now flowing earth-ward from the Higher Homes. 
Hence, while he would by mo means ‘reglect the BAsis-rAcTs 
which lie atthe foundation of this movement, he may be expected 
to recognize prominently — as among the important uNDs which 
Spiritualism tends.to secure, and as constituting some portion of 
‘He Goon it is destined to confer — the following objects : 

1. The unfolding of-a comprehensive Philosophy of the Spirit- 
ual Nature, Capabilities, and Destiny of Man. 

2. The development of a Rational Theology, based on intrinsic 
and not on extérnal authority. 

8. The establishment of aPure Morality, founded on internal 
and divine, rather than humaw law. 

4, The recognition of an Ever-living and Universal Inspiration, 
connecting Man everywhere with Deity. 

5. The recognition of Individual Responsibility for all opinions 
and acts. . 

6. The Individual ‘exercise of Mental, Moral and Spiritual 
Freedom, in all things which infringe not the rights of others, 
and the toleration of the same in others. 

7. The promotion of Individual, ‘Social, and Humanitary Pro- 
gress in all good. 

These points are not laid down as a creed for Spiritualists, 
but simply as desirable objects which Spiritualism may aid in 
securing. 

In the advocacy of these, or any other sprcific objects or opin- 
ions, the Editor will aim to exercise the fullest toleration towards 
those who may differ from him—his paramount desire being to 
élicit TrutH, and not to inculcate specific dogmas — to contribute 
to the ADVANCEMENT OF THE RACE, atid not to.the establishment 
of a sect. 

Correspondents are cordially invited to contribute facts bearing 
on the question of spirit-existence and agency, and thoughts or 
suggestions, whether their own or from the Higher Life, calcu- 
lated to throw “more light’ on the great problems of Human 
Life, Duty, and Destiny. Those who write ina kindly, 
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Should the encouragement received warrant the step, some 
changes will be made in the mechanical department of the paper 
so as to give an inorease of reading matter. It is hoped that 
ere long it may receive a support which shall justify the em- 
ployment of an editorial assistant, and such an enlargement of 
its scope as to make it subserve all the purposes of a Family 
Newspaper. 

The Editor earnestly hopes that all whose subscriptions end 
with the first volume, will feel disposed not only to renew the 
same, but to recommend the SPIRITUALIST to such of their friends 
and neighbors as may have any disposition to read on these most 
momentous topics of the present day. He trusts, also, that many 
of that very numerous class who have thus far been readers but not 
patrons of the paper, may have become sufficiently interested in 
its contents to order it for themselves. 

With a little more of the same effort on the part of its friends, 
which has been'so generously put forth, during the past year, 
the SprrrrvaLisr may speedily be {placed in an independent and 
self-sustaining position. 

TaxMs, as heretofore— $2.00'a -year, or §1 for six months, 
always in‘advance. To clubs, five copies for ,$8.00; ten copies, 
$15.00. To city subscribers, when-seryed by carrier, $2.25. 

To save room, the list of local agents heretofore published is dis~ 
continued. All who have been authorized to act in that capacity 
heretofore, are requested to continue their services on the same 
conditions. ‘Also, all persons interested in the paper, will feel at 
perfect liberty to solicit and forward subscriptions from their 
several localities. 

PREMIUMS For NEw SunsoRIBEeRs. — The publisher has made 
an arrangement by which he is enabled to offer the following in- 
ducements to effort for the extension of the subscription-list of 
the SpmirvauistT: To those who renew their subscriptions and 
send an additional mame with advance pay, @ copy of “ The 
Ministry of Angels Realized, by Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Newton” (new 
edition). To-those who renew, and also send a new yearly sub- 
scription (or éwo for six months), copy of the same pamphlet 
and one of “Spirit Works;”’ by Allen Putnam, Esq. Address 

A. E. NEWTON, Epiron AnD PUBLISHER, 
16 Franklin Street, Boston. 
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How ro SUBSCRIBE FOR pun SprRiTuaist.—It is a very 
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on a scrap of paper, place with it a $2.00 bill (or $1.00:if you can-, 


and enclose the whole in an envelope, diree- 
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ington. Terms, 50 centseach person for an hour’s sitting. 

N. B.—Puhlic circle on’ Monday and Wednesday evenings at eight 

o’clock. Terms, 25 cents each visitor. Evening sittings with families, if 

Mrs. Mary ig Union street, North Adams, Mass., will 

devote a portion of time to the examination of diseases and prescriptions 
for the same. Alsoliealing by the layingon of hands} 

and teaching. Hours from 9 to ll\A.M.j2to4yand 7td9 P. M. Private 
sittings $1.00 each person. Public 50.cents each person. 

A daughter who is a discerner of spirits will give attention. 

iN SOUTH ROYALTON, V7. 

Mrs. Mary A. Brown, Trance and Healing Medium. has removed 
Hinsdale, N. H., to So. Roratrow, Vt. Terms— For Clairvoyant 
ination aud Prescription, When present, two dollars; and when «b- 

sent, four dollars. 
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R ABBOTT'S MEDICINES. Many of dur Med cihes 
on a aR for mote thanma quarter of a 

Our PaNacwa will cure Coughs, Colds, and Asthina. “The Cidtkna 
CoRDIAL can be depended on to cure Bowel Cor ta. CaNKaR ConDtaL 
will cure the Canker in the Mouth and Stomach and Purify the Blood — 
The VeceTanLe Jaunpice Brrrers is an invaluable remedy for Jnunilice, 
Liver Com Sick Head-ache.—The Peich Cordini isa pleasant Tonic 
Coadiel. of the above Medicines are highly recommended by, Dr. 

jer. 


N. B. Our store is the oldest of the kind in the country. . 
great variety of Botanic Medicines which we will sell on favorable terms, 
0>Spiritual and Mesmeric tigen Saw Up with care. 
J. & BENJ, F. ABBOTT, 214 Hunover st., Boston. 
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N ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. Healing by 
laying onof hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has opened 
an Asylum the Afflicted, at No. 98 Se ry ee: t, corner‘of Marion 
street, Boston, where he is prepared to accommodate patients desiring treat- 
‘ment. by the above process, on moderate terms. r 
(> Patients desiring bord should give notice in advance, that suitable 
ts may be made’ before their arrival. 
Those sending locks of hair to indicate their diseases, should inclose $1.00 
the examination, with a letter to prepay their postage.” ‘ 
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er that - 
netic properties, and is useful in ve conditions of the system. 
Office hours from 9 to 12 a. M., and from 2 to'5 P. M. 
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Boston. 
In cascs where sickness or bing desi 4 personal attendance, exami- 
nation will be made from a lock of accompanied by the name, age;aud 
residence of the patient, In these cases, for examinations, written out in 
fall, with presoriptions, the charge will be $3. 
A HOME FOR THE AFFLICTED. George Atkins, 

A. Clsirvoyant and Healing Medium, has opened a house for’ the tecep- 
tion of the afflicted at No. 88 Hudson street, Boston, where he is seri to 
accommodate patients desiring treatment, on moderate terms. In conpec- 
tion with pak ee by daying, on of hands, and other natural remedies, Dr. 
‘A. has received some valuable instructions from the ‘higher life, in the 
preparation and application ‘of the Electro-Chemical Baths, and is prepared 
to apply them at his place, in cases requiring them. 

Wetcr from the Henniker. Spring, which is found/by all, who have 
use of it, to be very useful in negative conditions of the system, “will 


d by him. 
Patients -desiring board should give notice in advance. 

Greatcare will be exercised in all cases of staniinadans spf prescriptions: 
éither in person or by a lock of hair when the patient is absent. 
hours from 9 to 12.4. M.. and 2 to 6 P.M. 

Terms — Examination $1.00 if the person is present, and by a lock of 
hair when the patient is absent, $3.00. 
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Liver affections, and every disease 
have yielded to his treatment. His 
bounded confidence in the healing 
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And 'she'sits and gazes atme, 
Like the stars so still and saint-like, 


Uttered not, yet comprehended, 
Is the spirit’s voiceless prayer; 

Soft rebukes, in blessings ended, 
Breathing from her lips of air. 

O, though oft depressed and lonely, 
All my fears are laid aside, 

If I but remember only, 


Such as these have lived and died! s 


[Nore.—We found the above much-admired recognition of 
spirit-visitation and angel-communion, (which is from the 
pen of New England’s most honored poet, Loncretiow), in 
the columns of The Congregationalist, a week or two since. 
Recollecting that the editors of that paper, @ short time ago, 
pronounced us ‘ utterly, and thoroughly, and totally, and tre- 
mendously deceived,” because we “seriously believed” in facts 
similar to what the poet here asserts, we were not a little sur- 
prised. Have the editors changed their opinion? or are they 
willing to lend their columns to the spread of ‘ delusion”? | Or 
do they consider that this is “ only poetry,” which none but 
weak minds will mistake for truth? This is but another illus- 
tration of the fact that men’s better intuitions will sometimes 
gain expression in spite of their prejudices.—Ep1Tor. 


THE SUKIAS OF CENTRAL AMERICA, 


Tn a book entitled “* Warxna ; or Adventures on the 
the Mosquito Shore, by Samuel A. Bard,” (an artist, of 
New York), published last year by the Harpers, we find 
some account of a class of persons existing among the 
inhabitants of Central America, called Subias, and be- 

ieved by the people to be possessed of preternatural 
owing extracts plainly evince 
strongly skeptical at the outset, was compelled to the 
conviction that this belief was not altogether groundless. 
These extracts will be read with especial interest. by all 
such as have heen led to suppose that the interior of 
that country may be still inhabited by remnants of an 
ancient race, far superior to either the semi-African or 
Spanish intruders who now possess the coast—a race to 
whom belong the wonderful antiquities of that and other 
parts of the American continent. 

Our adventurer bad fallen in with a young Indian, 
named Antonio, belonging to this aboriginal people, in 
whom he had remarked some very extraordinary qualities, 
accompanied by a singular reserve, both as to his people 
and himself; also with an Englishman, Mr. H., who 
had resided some time on the coast. He had also met 
with one of the Sukias of the degraded class, who had 
sought to instigate the superstitious people to take his 
life. This led Mr. H. to give some account of these 
mysterious beings, and to speak of one more powerful 
and less malignant than the “‘ bags.” of the shore. We 
commence our extracts at the 231st page :—Hd. V. LE. 
Spiritualist. 


He represented her as young, living in a very mys- 
terious manner, far up the Cape River among the 
mountains. None knew who she was, nor whence she 
came, nor had he seen her more than once, although he 
had consulted her by proxy on several occasions. I was 
amused at the gravity with which he recounted instances 
of her power over disease and her knowledge of events, 
and could not belp thinking that he had resided so long 
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to your memory scenes and incidents known only ‘to 

them, yourself, and God—tell me, and his voice grew 
deep and earnest, “on what hypothesis do you account 
for things like these? Yet I can testify to their truth. 
You may laugh at what you call the vulgar trickery of 
the old hag who has just left us, but I can take you 
where even your scoffing tongue will cleave to its roof 
with ‘awe; where the inmost secrets of your heart shall 
be unyeiled, and where you shall feel that you stand 
face to face with the invisible dead!” 

I have never felt it in my heart to ridicule opinions, 
however absurd, if sincerely entertained ; and there was 
that in the awed manner of my host which convinced me 
that he was in earnest in what he said. So I dropped 
the conversation, on his assurance that he would accom- 
pany me to visit the strange woman to whom he assigned 
such mysterious power. 

Antonio had been an attentive witness of the tricks of 
the Sukta, and expressed to me the greatest contempt for 
her pretensions. ‘Such exhibitions, he-said, were only 
fit for idle children and were not to be confounded with 
the awful powers of the oracles, through whom the 
“Lord of Teaching and the spirits of the Holy men” 
held communion with mortals. I spoke to bim of the 
mysterious woman, who was greater than all the Sukias, 
and lives among tbe mountains. “ She is of our people,” 
he exclaimed, warmly, ‘‘and her name is Hoxom Bal, 
which means The Mother of the Tigers. It was to seek 
her that I left the Holy City of the Itzaes, with no 
guide but my Lord who never lies.* And now her soul 
shall enter into our brothers of the mountains, and they 
he tracks of our oppressors ! ” 
his smooth limbs were knotted by the swelling muscles ; 
his eyes burned, and his low voice became firm, distinct, 
and omnious. But it was only for.an instant; and 
while I listened to hear the great secret that swelled in 
his bosom, he stopped short, and, turning suddenly, he 
walked away. But I could see that he pressed his talis- 
man closer to his breast. 

The Sukias of the coast are usually women, although 
their powers and authority are sometimes assumed by 
men. Their preparations for the office involves morti- 
fications as rigorous asthe Church ever required of her 
abject devotees. For months do the candidates seclude 
themselves in the forests, avoiding the face of their fel- 
lows, and there, without arms or means of defence, con- 
tend with hunger, the elements, and wild beasts. Tt is 
thus that they seal their compact with the mysterious 
powers which rule over earth and water, air and fire ; 
and they return to the villages of their people, invested 
with all the terrors which superstition has ever attached 
to those who seem to be exempt from the operations of 
natural laws. j 

These Sukias are the ‘“ medicine-men” of the coast, 
and effect to cure diseases; but their directions are 
usually more extravagant than beneficial. 
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The opportunity occurred, not long after, for an excursion to 
the residence of this wonderful Sukia of the mountains, in com- 
pany with Antonio and Mr. H, On arriving in her vicinity it 
was found that the extraordinary woman had, in some myste- 
rious way (which believers in spirit-intereourse can readily un- 
derstand), been apprised of their coming, and had sent a mes- 
senger to meet them at a village in the vicinity, prepare for 
their entertainment, and then conduct them to the mountain 
ledge. _ Half-an-hour’s ascent, in the gathering darkness— 
through a dense “forest, following the lead of a burning brand 


his held aloft by the, guide, introduced them into an open space, 
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in the centre of the hut. This sound was followed by a 
series of crackling noises, like the discharges of electric 

They seemed to occur irregularly at first, but 
as I listened, I discovered they had a harmonious re- 
lationship as if in accompaniment to some simple melody. 
The vibrations of the drum were distinctly visible, and 
they seemed to give it a circular motion over the ground, 
from left:to right.*. The sounds stopped as suddenly as 
they had. commenced, and the Sukia, lifting her bead, 
said solemnly, ‘The spirits of your fathers have come 
to the mountain! I know them not ; you must speak to 
them.” 

Our author here inserts a’line of asterisks to indicate the omis- 
sion of what followed, which was doubtless of a character of the 
highest interest to us. He proceeds :— 

I hesitate to recount what I that night witnessed in the 
rude hut of the Sukia, lest my testimony should expose 
both my narrative and myself to ridicule, and unjust 
imputations. Were it my purpose to elaborate an im- 
pressive story, it would be easy to call in the aid of an 
imposing machinery, and invest the communications 
which. were that night made to us with a portentous 
significanee. But this would be as foreign to truth as 
repugnant to my own feelings; for whatever tone of 
lightness may run through thisaccount of my adventures 
in the wilderness, those who know me will bear qitness 
to my respect for those things which are in their nature 
sacred, or connected, with the more mysterious elements 
of ourexistence.. I can only say, that except the some- 
what melodramatic manner in which we had been con- 
ducted up the mountain by the messenger of the Sukia, 

inci of the tamed tiger, nothing occurred 


for effect, or which was visibly out of the ordinary 
course of things. . It is true, I was somewhat puzzled, 
I will not say impressed, with.the perfect understanding 
or relationshiprwhich seemed to exist between the Sukia 
and Antonio. This relationship, however; was fully 
explained in thé sequel. , 

Among the fuling and priestly classes of the semi- 
civilized nations of America, there has always existed a 
mysterious bond, or secret organization, which all the 
disasters to which they have been subjected, have not 
destroyed. Itis to its present existence that we may 
attribute those simultaneous moyements of the aborigines 
of Mexico, Central America, and Peru, which have more 
than once threatened the complete subversion of the 
Spanish power. 

It was pastmidnight, when, with a new and deeper in- 
sight into themysteries of our present and future existence, 
and a fuller and loftier appreciation of the great realities 
which aré. to follow upon. the advent of eyery soul. into 
the universe, and of which earth is scarcely the initiation, 
that H. and myself left the sanctuary of the Sukia. The 
moon had risen, and now silvered every object with its 
steady light, revealing to.us that we stood upon a narrow 
terrace of the mountain, facing the east, and commanding 
a vast panorama of forest and savannah bounded only by 
the distant sea. Immediately in front of the hut from 
which we had emerged, stood one of the ruined struc- 
tures to which I have already alluded. By the clear 
light of the moon, I could perceive it was built of large 
stones, laid with the greatest regularity, and sculptured 
all over with strange figures, bearing a close resem- 
blance, if not an absolute identity, with those which 
have become familiarized to us by the pencil of Cather- 
wood. It appeared originally to have been of two 
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size of an ordinary sheet ofletter paper. It was stopped 
by the government. The Boston News-Letter was the 


first regular paper. It was-first issued in 1704, and was |. 


printed by Jobn Allen, in Pudding Lane. The con- 
tents of some of the early numbers were very peculiar. 
It had a speech of Queen Anne to Parliament, delivered 
120 days previously, and this was the latest news from 
England. ; 

In one of the early numbers there was an announce- 
ment that by order of the Post-master General of North 
America, the post between Boston and New York sets 
out onee a fortnight. Negro men, women and children 
were advertised to be sold ; and a call was made upon a 
woman who had stolen a piece of fine lace, worth 143. a 
yard, and upon another who had conveyed a piece of 
fine calico under her riding hood, to return the same or 
be exposed in the newspapers. 

This pioneer paper was published for 74 years ; it was 


the leading Tory paper, prior to the Revolution. . The |, 


Boston Gazette was the organ of the patriots, and was 
issued at Watertown. At the commencement of the Re- 
yolutionary, war, there were but thirty-seven newspapers 
in the United States. Of this number. only eight were 
committed to the British Government, but five others 
were brought over. 

The oldest existing newspaper in Massachusetts, was 
the Worcester Spy, first published in this city during 
1770, but removed. to the western part of the State on 
the occupation of Boston by the British troops. 

Our country although the youngest in the world, out- 
strips all others in the number of publications and news- 
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England has twice as many magazines. . The number of 
religious newspapers here, and the extent. of their cir- 
culation, form a striking social characteristic. 


A lady in Paris has discovered a process for liquify- 
ing ivory, and casting it in moulds. A. photographist 
has also discovered a method for fixing on any canvass, 
prepaired for oil painting, a likeness of the size of life, 
so that all an artist needs to do, isto ask one sitting) of 
the person who desires his portrait, and the portrait may 
be completed at leisure. A Frenchman has obtained a 
patent for making paper from the stalks of the artichoke 
and the stalks of the sunflower. They are said to make 
a beautiful quality of paper. 


Truth is like a torch—the more you shake it the 
more it shines. 
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